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Distinguished members of the Judiciary Committee, my name is Sergeant John 

Szewczyk, President of the Hartford Police Union, the largest independent municipal 

police union in the state. We are comprised of Patrolmen, Detectives, Sergeants, 

Lieutenants, Captains, Matrons, and Animal Control Officers.  

 

The Hartford Police Union strongly supports SB 824, AAC Mental Health Care and 

Wellness Training and Suicide Prevention for Police Officers.   

 

According to Blue H.E.L.P., a non-profit organization specializing in suicide awareness 

and mental health issues for law enforcement, for the third straight year, police officer 

suicides exceed all combined causes of line-of-duty deaths. In 2018, at least 159 officers 

died by suicide, nine percent more than the total number of line-of-duty deaths resulting 

from 15 other causes such as felonious assault, patrol vehicle accident, heart attack, duty-

related illness1. 

 

This bill provides police officers with the following legal protections and mental health 

services:  

 

• Statutorily removes penalties for any police officer who seeks mental health 

assistance in the state. 

 

• Allows for the return of a police officer’s firearm after his or her release from a 

voluntary admission for psychiatric care.  

 

I respectfully urge the members of this committee to support SB 824, AAC Mental 

Health Care and Wellness Training and Suicide Prevention for Police Officers so that 

police officers will receive the proper treatment and mental health services when needed. 

 

Thank you for your consideration into this legislative matter. Please feel free to contact 

me with any questions or concerns about this bill. 

 

Sgt. John Szewczyk 

Hartford Police Union President 

                                                 
1 https://bluehelp.org/158-american-police-officers-died-by-suicide-in-

2018/?fbclid=IwAR0eCgLUQ0zrmtf75B_mWHQqMH6eccmIuYT-J3eoJomcIckdPFI7pCwgAcM 

1968-2019 

51 Years of Excellence 


